
Town of Wellesley
Board of Health Meeting (online remote)

Meeting Minutes
Thursday March 16th, 2023, 3:00 PM

Present

Board:
Marcia Testa Simonson, MPH, PhD, Chair
Linda Oliver Grape, PA-C, MPH, Vice Chair
Shira Doron, MD, FIDSA FSHEA, Secretary

Staff:
Cheryl Lefman, MA, Community Health Coordinator, Retired
Jhana Wallace, MPH, Community Health Coordinator
Deadra Doku-Gardner, MS, Administrator
Lenny Izzo, Health Department Director
Ann Marie McCauley, RN, Public Health Nursing Supervisor

In attendance:
Christina Dougherty, Advisory Liaison
Beth Sullivan Woods, Select Board Liaison

The meeting was called to order at 3:03 PM

1. Board of Heath vote on a position statement on Town Meeting Warrant Article 17.

a. Dr. Testa Simonson explained Warrant Article 17: A request for $100,000 to 
conduct a Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) audit.

b. Shira Doron shared on Zoom her draft statement: 



c. Dr. Testa Simonson presented a document with language for a position 
statement which included a background section and a phrase to clarify that no 
vulnerable groups missing from the Article 17 resolution would imply exclusion.

d. The Board revised the statement integrating the comments (see Attachment 1).

e. Dr. Testa Simonson made a motion to approve the presented document as the 
Board



voted yay. Linda Grape Oliver had to leave at 3:55 PM and was not present for 
the vote. Given a quorum of 2, the motion passed.

3. Topics not reasonably anticipated by the Board prior to posting.

a. Dr. Testa Simonson made a motion to assign the position of Board of Health Vice 
Chair to Ms. Oliver Grape, and the position of Board of Health Secretary to Dr. 
Doron. Dr. Testa Simonson and Dr. Doron voted yay. The motion passed. Linda 
Grape Oliver had to leave at 3:55 PM and was not present for the vote. Given the
quorum of 2, the motion passed.

4. Adjournment

a. The meeting was adjourned at 4:07 PM














